About your kids

At the pole

“Lord, bless our teachers,” a young boy prayed as the sun peeked over the haze-shrouded Sierra Nevada Mountains last Wednesday morning. 

Not exactly your everyday catch phrase slipping through the lips of an American student, but last Wednesday wasn’t just any day. It was the 15th annual observance of “See You at the Pole.”

“Please be with the people hurt by Katrina,” another student asked, referring to Gulf Coast hurricane victims.

Those students, and others across America, got out of bed a little earlier Sept. 21 to meet at the school flagpole and pray. It’s not prayer in school, they say, it’s prayer at school. According to these kids, it’s prayer for school.

Since a handful of praying Texas teens first gathered at their flagpole in 1990, a growing number of young people have kept this appointment in the third week of September so they could talk to someone they know is listening.

When I was a newspaper reporter, I covered several Pole events and was always surprised by how many students turned out for the early morning vigil. 

As a teacher, I watched them bow their heads and ask God’s blessing on their peers, parents, teachers, administrators and government leaders. 

I wondered how many parents, teachers, administrators and government leaders were praying for these future adults.

One student read from the Old Testament book of Jeremiah – who, by the way, was a young Jewish prophet scorned by his elders for his straighten-up-and-act-right message.

“Call to Me, and I will answer you,” she read, “and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know” (Jere. 33:3, NASB).

Event posters translated Jeremiah’s “call to me” into a teen-friendly, text message of  “call 2 me” for this year’s See You at the Pole theme. What kid today doesn’t understand text-messaging short hand, as in “L8R” or “OIC” or “RU there?” After all, cell phones and prayer do have a few common characteristics: both are a method of immediate communication, both are wireless, and both rely heavily on miracles (one for bill payment). 

Like a tidal wave of petition, this student-led endeavor has washed up on the shores of 20 nations – from Norway, Italy and Kenya to Hong Kong, Canada and Peru. And more than 2 million American youth in 50 states gathered at their poles last year, according to the SYATP website.

About 7:30 a.m., our group broke up, and two girls talked about making and selling bracelets so they could send the money to Louisiana.

It’s refreshing to hear kids discuss how they can help someone else, especially someone they don’t know and will never meet.

No, kids can’t pray in school anymore, or at least that’s what I hear. But I suspect that enforcing that mandate is a little like telling someone, “Don’t think about lemons.”

Guess what they’re doing?
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